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“OUR COLOUR CHOICES ARE THE RESULT OF WIDE-RANGING RESEARCH,  
GLOBAL TREND MONITORING AND YEARS OF CREATIVE EXPERTISE”

Heleen van Gent

TREND ANALYSIS

The heart of our trend analysis and colour expertise, the Global 

Aesthetic Center in Amsterdam has been supporting our markets 

around the world for more than 25 years. Led by Heleen van Gent,  

the creative team works to make sure that every market has the 

information and inspiration it needs to help consumers and  

�F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V���F�K�R�R�V�H���F�R�O�R�X�U�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V���Z�L�W�K���F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H��

  Colour is a serious business and, to ensure that our new palettes  

will be right for the future, we undertake wide-ranging research and 

trend monitoring. Acclaimed international design experts share  

social, cultural and design insights with us; insights we then  

translate into a Colour of the Year – and accompanying palettes –  

that will perfectly match the mood of the moment. 

ColourFutures™ enables us to tell the stories behind our colour  

choice and to keep at the cutting edge of colour development.  

It also results in a wealth of content – from videos to articles and 

images – where we can show that colour in action. Full of ideas, 

practical tips and information, this gives people everything  

they need to transform their living environment with paint. 

The 
Global Aesthetic 

Center

INTRODUCING
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Our Colours of the Year 2004-2022
From the light colours of the 00s to the deeper shades of the 2010s to our latest bright and 

airy shade, Dulux Colours of the Year chart the changes in colour trends around the world

2004 2005 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2020 2021 202220192006 2014
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OUR OBJECTIVE

PROVIDING YOU WITH

colours  
work 

future

THAT 

FOR THE
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Heleen joined the Global Aesthetic 
Center in 2009, following 20 years 

of working in the magazine 
industry as an interior stylist and 
design editor. After graduating 

from The Royal Academy of Art in 
The Hague, she went on to teach at 

the Artemis Design Academy in 
Amsterdam and has edited many 

books on interior and colour 
design. She travels the world 

�R�•�H�U�L�Q�J���J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���F�R�O�R�X�U���D�Q�G��
design to the AkzoNobel markets.

MEET THE 
EXPERTS
Every year, we invite a group of 

acclaimed international design experts 

to join our colour team for a three-day 

trend-forecasting brainstorm – this 

time, it happened on screen. Coming 

from the worlds of architecture, cultural 

analysis, design innovation and 

technology, they bring wide-ranging 

insights from across the globe. Each 

expert begins by sharing their 

observations; we then open the 

discussion so we can consider together 

how these ideas will develop over the 

next few years and how they will 

�L�Q�5�X�H�Q�F�H���R�X�U���Z�D�\���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J����

HELEEN VAN GENT, 
NETHERLANDS 

Creative Director,  
Global Aesthetic Center, 

AkzoNobel

THE TEAM

CLAUDIA LIESHOUT,
GLOBAL 

Principal Design Research, 
Philips Experience Design

ELENA TEPLITSKAYA, 
RUSSIA 

Designer, colour expert and 
founder of Teplitskaya  

Design Studio

MICHELLE 
OGUNDEHIN, UK  
Design authority, 

writer, presenter and 
interiors consultant

JIM BIDDULPH, UK
Materials, colour 

and interiors 
consultant

ZUZANNA 
SKALSKA,  
EUROPE  

Founding Partner,
360Inspiration

AKZONOBEL 
GLOBAL AESTHETIC CENTER TEAM 

From left: Marieke Wielinga, Senior Designer 
(Professional Brands); Marieke van der Bruggen, 

Global Colour Designer (Content Creation); 
Heleen van Gent, Head of GAC and Creative 

Director; Suzanne Poort, Senior Colour Designer 
(Digital); Willeke Jongejan, Senior Global Colour 

Designer (Consumer Brands)

LEON SUN,
CHINA

�&�K�L�H�I���&�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���2�]�F�H�U�� 
�D�Q�G���(�G�L�W�R�U�L�D�O���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���� 
Elle Decoration China

CARLOTA GASPARIAN, 
LATIN AMERICA

Surface and Colour 
Designer,  

Atelier de Pinturas

ADRIANA 
PEDROSA,  

LATIN AMERICA
Surface and 

Colour Designer,  
Atelier de 
Pinturas

MARIJN SCHENK,  
EUROPE & CHINA

Architect,  
Next Architects

STEPHIE SIJSSENS  
Global Colour Design 
Manager, Automotive 

and Specialty Coatings, 
AkzoNobel 

SEM DEVILLART, 
AMERICAS

Professor for Cultural 
Analysis,  

School of Visual Art NYC

ANDREA SAVAGE,  
SINGAPORE

Co-CEO, Design Intervention

NIKKI HUNT,  
SINGAPORE 

Founder,  
Design Intervention

BARBARA 
MARSHALL, 
AUSTRALIA 

Marshall Design
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�:�H���U�H���D�W���D���W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���S�R�L�Q�W�����7�K�H���H�•�H�F�W�V���R�I���D���J�O�R�E�D�O���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���K�D�Y�H���V�K�R�Q�H���D��

�O�L�J�K�W���R�Q���D�O�O���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���R�I���R�X�U���O�L�Y�H�V�������V�R�F�L�D�O�����H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�����H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�������D�Q�G��

�D�F�W�H�G���D�V���D���F�D�W�D�O�\�V�W���I�R�U���Q�H�Z���Z�D�\�V���R�I���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���D���O�L�I�H���D�X�G�L�W��

�K�D�V���V�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\���E�H�H�Q���V�X�S�H�U�F�K�D�U�J�H�G�����D�V���Z�H���Y�H���F�R�P�H���W�R���D���G�H�H�S�H�U��

�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���U�H�D�O�O�\���P�D�W�W�H�U�V���W�R���X�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�L�G�H�U���Z�R�U�O�G����

After a spell of feeling shut in – both literally and metaphorically, we 

also crave expansion – the great outdoors, the open air, a sweep of 

limitless sky. We want to feel released and revitalised; to look out and 

�E�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���Q�H�Z���L�G�H�D�V�����D���E�U�L�J�K�W���R�X�W�O�R�R�N���D�Q�G���5�D�V�K�H�V���R�I���M�R�\�����$�V���W�K�H���F�O�R�X�G�V��

clear, it’s time for a fresh approach to everything.

fresh
air

a
breath

of

THIS YEAR, IT’S ALL ABOUT…

THE 2022 MOOD

“WE WANT TO FEEL RELEASED AND REVITALISED; TO LOOK OUT AND BRING IN 
NEW IDEAS, A BRIGHT OUTLOOK AND FLASHES OF JOY”
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COLOUR OF THE YEAR    14BB 55/113

BRIGHT
SKIES

PROUDLY INTRODUCING OUR

COLOUR 
OF 

THE YEAR 
2022
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The changing role of the home Nature as the source of everything Solace and inspiration in the arts Empathy and openness

HOME REIMAGINED NECESSITY OF NATURE POWER OF REVERIE NEW NARRATIVES

A breath of       fresh air
THE OVERRIDING THEME IS...

Colours to create an ADAPTABLE SPACE

DO IT ALL 
Colours to create a SOOTHING SPACE

RECHARGE
Colours to create an OPEN SPACE

EMBRACE NEW IDEAS
Colours to create a VITAL SPACE

CELEBRATE NATURE

WORKSHOP 
COLOURS 

Multicoloured and joyful, this light, 
bright palette is perfect for reinventing 
the home, and zoning a multipurpose 
space. Positive and complementary, 
these tones make the functional fun. 

KALEIDOSCOPE HUES

GREENHOUSE 
COLOURS

Fresh greens and blues, these 
tones can make any room feel in 

touch with the natural world 
and help us feel the positive 

�H�•�H�F�W�V���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�H����

FRESH NATURALS

Pale pinks, reds and oranges, these 
shades can help turn any space into 

a soothing sanctuary. Subtle and 
inspiring, they can help us recharge 

and escape the everyday. 

STUDIO 
COLOURS

CONSOLING TONES

SALON 
COLOURS

Soft whites and light neutrals, 
these shades create the perfect 

blank canvas. Fresh and unifying, 
they can help make a home that’s 

ready for anything. 

AIRY NEUTRALS

ALLOWING OUR CONSUMERS TO…
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The ColourFutures
TM 2022 colour collection

Centred around Bright SkiesTM – our fresh, airy Colour of the Year –  

this collection of shades sweeps from neutrals to brights, giving our 

consumers a broad scope to transform their living space in any way they 

choose. It splits into four easy-to-use palettes: Workshop, Greenhouse, 

Studio and Salon, which relate directly back to the insights of our Trend 

Forecast. The following pages include a wealth of inspiring ideas for using 

these colours in fresh and transformative ways. 

Fog Grey
50RR 32/029

Stone Harbour/ 
Stone Road
95YR 16/038

Rich Blush
29YR 27/355

Khaki Mists
30YY 17/209

Artichoke Leaf
70YY 34/180

Blueberry Lolly
06BB 39/179

Swordplay
30BB 45/049

Wilton Blue 
50BG 44/094

Pale Clover   
30GY 41/173

Winter's Silence
50YY 49/191

Olive Fantasy   
34YY 31/502

Tierra Del Fuego   
60YR 31/368

Lady Orchard
50RB 48/051 Veil

00NN 53/000

Light Charcoal
88BG 62/005

Harmony Touch
40RR 57/045

Santa Rosa
10YR 37/143

Taupe Twist
47YY 62/143

Cobra Bite   
65YY 70/540

City Life
44YY 65/034Horizons

10BB 73/039

Virtual Reality
30BB 72/040

Magnolia Springs
50BB 83/006

Dewdrop Grey   
11GY 85/016

Gravel Pit
50GG 40/064

Purest Frost
71YY 90/027

Mushroom Morning
65YY 71/071

Tuscan Green
49YY 54/251

Brave Beige
00YY 63/067

Puccini Pink   
10YR 57/080

Violet Morning
24RB 66/037

Winters Walk
13GY 77/016
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USE MULTICOLOURED SHADES TO CREATE 

JOYFUL, FRESH AND FLEXIBLE SPACES 

WHERE YOU CAN DO IT ALL 

Workshop
Colours

PALETTE 1: HOME REIMAGINED



THE MULTICOLOURED 

WORKSHOP PALETTE IS 

PERFECT FOR TRANSFORMING 

A HARD-WORKING SPACE THAT 

HAS TO PERFORM SEVERAL 

ROLES AT ONCE. UPLIFTING 

TONES OF YELLOW, PINK AND 

GREEN, THESE ARE COLOURS 

THAT HOLD THEIR OWN, THAT 

LOOK GOOD TOGETHER AND 

THAT WORK PERFECTLY  

WITH DULUX COLOUR OF THE 

YEAR, BRIGHT SKIESTM. USED  

IN COMBINATION, WORKSHOP 

COLOURS CAN INSTANTLY 

REFRESH A ROOM, DEFINE 

SPECIFIC ZONES IN A 

MULTIPURPOSE SPACE  

OR CREATE A VISUAL 

CONNECTION BETWEEN 

ROOMS. HERE, OVERLAPPING 

PLANES OF BRIGHT  

COLOUR BRING AN OPEN-

PLAN SPACE TO LIFE

Dewdrop Grey
11GY 85/016

Tuscan Green
49YY 54/251

COLOUR OF THE YEAR 
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113

Olive Fantasy
34YY 31/502

Puccini Pink
10YR 57/080
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GO-ANYWHERE SHADES, BRILLIANT WORKSHOP  

COLOURS LOOK GOOD BOTH INSIDE AND OUT

COLOUR OF THE YEAR 
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113

Puccini Pink
10YR 57/080

Tierra Del Fuego
60YR 31/368

Dewdrop Grey
11GY 85/016

Tuscan Green
49YY 54/251
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WITH BAGS OF PERSONALITY, THE TONES OF THE WORKSHOP 

PALETTE ARE PERFECT FOR COLOUR BLOCKING

 #1: WORKSHOP COLOURS





COLOUR OF THE YEAR 
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113

COLOUR OF THE YEAR 
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113

Tierra Del 
Fuego
60YR 31/368

Puccini Pink
10YR 57/080

Creme Brulee
00YY 26/220

Olive 
Fantasy
34YY 31/502

Blueberry 
Lolly
06BB 39/179

Tuscan Green
49YY 54/251

Cobra  
Bite
65YY 70/540

 #1: WORKSHOP COLOURS

Puccini  
Pink
10YR 57/080

Creme 
Brulee
00YY 26/220



54 55

 #1: WORKSHOP COLOURS

Dewdrop Grey   
11GY 85/016

Cobra Bite   
65YY 70/540

Blueberry Lolly
06BB 39/179

Puccini Pink   
10YR 57/080

Tierra Del Fuego   
60YR 31/368

Creme Brulee   
00YY 26/220

Tuscan Green   
49YY 54/251

Pale Clover   
30GY 41/173

Olive Fantasy   
34YY 31/502

Workshop Colours

“A KALEIDOSCOPE OF COLOURS  

TO MIX AND MATCH FOR A  

JOYFUL AND FLEXIBLE HOME”

HELEEN VAN GENT

COLOUR 
OF THE YEAR
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113
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BRING IN THE BENEFITS OF THE GREAT 

OUTDOORS WITH FRESH NATURAL  

TONES INSPIRED BY NATURE

Greenhouse
Colours

PALETTE 2: NECESSITY OF NATURE
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 #2: GREENHOUSE COLOURS
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INSPIRED BY THE NATURAL WORLD, GREENHOUSE COLOURS ARE  

MADE TO BE TOGETHER AND MIX AND MATCH EFFORTLESSLY

COLOUR OF THE YEAR 
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113

Gravel Pit
50GG 40/064

Grey Jeans
45GY 55/052
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A CEILING OF BRIGHT SKIESTM COMBINED  

WITH GREENHOUSE COLOURS MAKES FOR  

A FRESH AND REVITALISING SPACE 



FRESH AND TRANQUIL, GREENHOUSE COLOURS MAKE THE PERFECT BACKDROP FOR FURNISHINGS 

IN NATURAL MATERIALS, SUCH AS WOOD OR RATTAN, AND LOTS OF GREENERY

COLOUR OF THE YEAR 
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113

Gravel Pit
50GG 40/064

Artichoke Leaf
70YY 34/180

Wilton Blue
50BG 44/094

Brooding Storm
87BG 27/077

Khaki Mists
30YY 17/209
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 #2: GREENHOUSE COLOURS

Brooding Storm
87BG 27/077

Artichoke Leaf
70YY 34/180

Mushroom Morning
65YY 71/071

Grey Jeans
45GY 55/052

Horizons
10BB 73/039

Gravel Pit
50GG 40/064

Khaki Mists
30YY 17/209

Winter's Silence
50YY 49/191

Wilton Blue 
50BG 44/094

Greenhouse Colours

“NATURAL SHADES THAT  

CAN BRING IN THE POSITIVE 

EFFECTS OF NATURE”

HELEEN VAN GENT

COLOUR 
OF THE YEAR
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113
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ESCAPE THE EVERYDAY, RECHARGE AND 

FEEL INSPIRED WITH CONSOLING TONES 

THAT SOOTHE THE SOUL

Studio
Colours

PALETTE 3: POWER OF REVERIE





 #3: STUDIO COLOURS

COLOUR OF THE YEAR 
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113

Santa Rosa
10YR 37/143

Rich Blush
29YR 27/355

STUDIO COLOURS AREN'T JUST FOR THE BEDROOM OR LIVING ROOM, THEY CAN BRING WARMTH 

AND FRESHNESS TO ANY SPACE, SUCH AS THIS STREAMLINED KITCHEN



Swordplay
30BB 45/049

COLOUR  
OF THE YEAR  
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113

Taupe Twist
47YY 62/143

Rich Blush
29YR 27/355

Santa Rosa
10YR 37/143

Harmony Touch
40RR 57/045

WHAT BETTER WAY TO CREATE A DRAMATIC  

AND INVENTIVE FEATURE WALL THAN WITH  

SOOTHING STUDIO COLOURS, COMBINED WITH  

THE FRESH TONES OF BRIGHT SKIESTM  
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 #3: STUDIO COLOURS
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HARMONIOUS AND COMPLEMENTARY, STUDIO COLOURS ARE PERFECT 

FOR CREATING COLOURFUL COMBINATIONS BOTH INSIDE AND OUT

 #3: STUDIO COLOURS

Violet Morning
24RB 66/037

COLOUR OF THE YEAR 
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113

Harmony Touch
40RR 57/045
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THIS IS A PALETTE THAT’S CALM, 

BALANCED AND EASY ON THE 

EYE. ADDING AN ACCENT OF 

BRIGHT SKIESTM TO A BEDROOM 

SCHEME IN SOFT STUDIO TONES 

OF PINK AND LILAC BRINGS 

INSTANT FRESHNESS 
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 #3: STUDIO COLOURS

Santa Rosa
10YR 37/143

Lady Orchard
50RB 48/051

Harmony Touch
40RR 57/045

Rich Blush
29YR 27/355

Fog Grey
50RR 32/029

Taupe Twist
47YY 62/143

Brave Beige
00YY 63/067

Violet Morning
24RB 66/037

Swordplay
30BB 45/049

Studio Colours

“WARM AND INSPIRING SHADES 

FOR THE ULTIMATE 

SOOTHING SANCTUARY”

HELEEN VAN GENT

COLOUR 
OF THE YEAR
Bright Skies™
14BB 55/113
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MAKE YOUR LIVING SPACE READY FOR 

ANYTHING WITH A FRESH BLANK CANVAS  

OF WHITES AND AIRY NEUTRALS

Salon
Colours

PALETTE 4: NEW NARRATIVES














































