














































































































































































Sapling
50YY 51/519

Sweet Embrace (Executive)
70RR 64/034



Winter's Silence
50YY 49/191

Colour is transformative. A 

combination of vibrant yellow 

and soft pink on the walls will 

make a room feel uplifting. In 

a bright space, such as this 

high-rise bedroom, these 

sweet pastel tones accentuate 

the light and soften the hard 

edges of the windows; in a 

cooler space, they can add a 

welcome dose of warmth.
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Our uplifting colours

“From sunshine yellow to feather  

pink, these soft pastels bring a bright, 

modern, playful feel to any room”

Heleen van Gent
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Taupe Twist
47YY 62/143

Violet Sensation
83BB 71/082

Mustard Oil
37YY 39/443

Thomas Point Light
30YY 39/225

Winter's Silence
50YY 49/191

Sapling
50YY 51/519

City Morning
61YY 76/109

Goldstone
00YY 19/261

 #3: AN UPLIFTING COLOUR STORY

COLOUR 
OF THE YEAR 
Executive
70RR 64/034

Lady Orchard
50RB 48/051
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THE MAKING OF A CAMPAIGN

CF24 – the  
hidden story 

Here’s a quick glimpse into just 

what goes on behind the scenes of 

our Colour of the Year campaign. 

Over a series of shoots – both on 

location and in the studio – our 

teams of painters, photographers, 

stylists and art directors get hands 

on when it comes to creating 

beautiful images to inspire you. It’s 

hard work but also a lot of fun, and 

so rewarding to see our Colour 

of the Year and new palettes 

coming to life.
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T HE  T R ANSF ORM AT I V E 
POW E R  OF  PA IN T

Making us think of everything soft – a bird’s feather, a pink marshmallow, evening clouds – Sweet EmbraceTM  

can instantly change the mood of a space. Warm-toned and delicate, it brings a sense of cosiness and calm. 

#YourSpecialSomewhere
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Transform your space with our Colour of the Year 2024 and its palettes by 

making the most of our helpful consumer tools. #YourSpecialSomewhere

S T A R T  Y O U R  O W N  C O L O U R  S T O R Y  
W I T H  O U R  E A S Y - T O - U S E  T O O L S

Seeing is believing. Our free app with its augmented-reality technology lets you pick 

a colour and see it brought to life on your walls. Inspiration is just a tap away... 

Start with the Visualizer app...
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THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF PAINT

Get inspiration from our website...
Discover the story behind our Colour of the Year 2024, plus videos and articles 

giving you lots of ideas and inspiration for using it to create the mood you need. 
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To help you inspire consumers with our Colour of the 
Year 2024 and three new  palettes, we’ve created a 
library of images – all free to use for media via the 
AkzoNobel Brand Center. All key rooms are covered, 
using the most popular interior search terms – living 
room, bedroom, kitchen, workspace. Each room is 
shown painted in just the Colour of the Year, and in 
the shades of each palette to show what a different 
feel they can bring. We’ve also included ‘before’ shots 
for a complete ‘before and after’ colour story. 

ONE ROOM, FOUR WAYS

Today’s living room is a do-it-all space. As well as a 
place to relax and entertain, it can also double up as a 
dining or working space. Consumers need this room to 
work in the right way for them, and that’s where our 
individual colour stories help. Our easy-to-use palettes 
offer distinct combinations of colours that bring very 
different moods to a room. This year we’ve added a 
simplified look – a living room painted in just the 
Colour of the Year – to show people how effective 
Sweet EmbraceTM can be on its own. 

ONE LIVING ROOM, FOUR MOODS

AN UPLIFTING COLOUR STORYSIMPLY SWEET EMBRACETM 
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BEFORE

THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF PAINT

AN UPLIFTING COLOUR STORY A WARM COLOUR STORY 

A CALM COLOUR STORY
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A bedroom should be a sanctuary – somewhere we 
can switch off and feel completely relaxed. What this 
looks like, however, is different for everyone, and our 
colour stories can help consumers create just the feel 
they want. As well as offering a wealth of inspiring 
colour combinations, we have also put together 
easy-to-achieve ideas for paint effects – from colour 
blocking to colour flows. This way, everyone can 
create something individual that works for them – 
whatever the size or layout of their room.  

ONE BEDROOM, FOUR MOODS

AN UPLIFTING COLOUR STORYSIMPLY SWEET EMBRACETM 
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BEFORE

THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF PAINT

A WARM COLOUR STORYA CALM COLOUR STORY 
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ONE BEDROOM, FOUR MOODS

SIMPLY SWEET EMBRACETM
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THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF PAINT

BEFORE

AN UPLIFTING COLOUR STORY A WARM COLOUR STORY 

A CALM COLOUR STORY
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It can be easy for the kitchen to get taken over by 
functional fittings and white goods but, with a 
clever use of colour, it can feel just as personal and 
inviting as any other room in the house – a crucial 
factor as it is somewhere we spend so much of our 
time. A one-colour wraparound look with Sweet 
EmbraceTM can work beautifully to simplify and 
soften a utility space. Our other colour stories, too, 
will help any kitchen feel unique, welcoming and 
very much part of the home. 

ONE KITCHEN, FOUR MOODS

AN UPLIFTING COLOUR STORYSIMPLY SWEET EMBRACETM 
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THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF PAINT

BEFORE

A WARM COLOUR STORYA CALM COLOUR STORY 



108

ONE KITCHEN, FOUR MOODS

SIMPLY SWEET EMBRACETM
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THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF PAINT

BEFORE

AN UPLIFTING COLOUR STORY A WARM COLOUR STORY 

A CALM COLOUR STORY
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The home office has become an integral part of the 
home as hybrid working looks set to stay. It’s often 
the case, however, that people don’t have a 
dedicated room for a study or office so colour 
becomes even more important as a way of defining 
a workspace in different parts of the home. Our 
colour stories can help create whatever kind of 
environment consumers need – from a simple, 
one-colour scheme to colour blocks and contrasts, 
and each will bring with it a very different mood. 

ONE WORKSPACE, FOUR MOODS

AN UPLIFTING COLOUR STORYSIMPLY SWEET EMBRACETM 
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THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF PAINT

BEFORE

A WARM COLOUR STORYA CALM COLOUR STORY 
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ONE WORKSPACE, FOUR MOODS

SIMPLY SWEET EMBRACETM
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THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF PAINT

AN UPLIFTING COLOUR STORY A WARM COLOUR STORY 

A CALM COLOUR STORY

BEFORE
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IMAGE LIBRARY  
A selection of images from the AkzoNobel Brand Center, where all videos and other related CF24 assets are also available

   P26-37

   COVER

   P38-55
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   P56-73

   P74-91

   P94-116



116

We hope you have enjoyed this book and find it a valuable resource for inspiring your audiences 

around our Colour of the Year 2024, Sweet EmbraceTM. Its creation would not have been possible 

without the support and dedication of so many people and, as always, we would like to say a big 

thank you to everyone involved. We are indebted to the design experts from around the world who 

kick off the process with their inspirational presentations at the Trend Forecast; to the editorial 

team with whom we write the story and design these pages; to the photographers, decorators and 

stylists who bring our colours to life through remarkable photography; to the homeowners who 

kindly allow us to shoot in their living spaces; to the illustrator whose creativity encapsulated our 

theme so well; and to all the supporters in the background. Please enjoy sharing our 2024 colour 

stories and creating a place for you with our Colour of the Year, Sweet EmbraceTM. 

Contact: AkzoNobel Decorative Paints,
Global Aesthetic Center,  
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Media.Relations@akzonobel.com

THANK YOU 
from AkzoNobel and the Global Aesthetic Center
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